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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF: 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

L.  R.  CHAPMAN, 

Cert,  r.s.i.  and  s.i.  Examination  Joint  Board.  Cert,  r.s.i.  Meat  and  Foods 

Engineer  and  Surveyor : 

L.  G.  BAILEY,  f.f.s.,  (Eng.) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

L.  E.  LETHBRIDGE, 

Cert,  r.s.i.  and  s.i.  Examination  Joint  Board 

Technical  Assistant : 

I.  G.  CANtf. 

Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector  ; 

H.  W.  SILLIFANT. 

Clerks  in  the  Department: 

T.  MARSHALL, 

Miss  M.  BRAY. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Wonnacott  and  Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  submit  my  annual 
report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December  1952,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  was  good  throughout  the  year  and  no 
epidemic  occurred  although  the  exanthemata  occurred  sporadically  amongst 
the  children. 

The  population  of  the  district  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s 
computation  fell  by  200  persons,  but  the  births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  hve. 
The  discrepancy  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  continuance  of  outward 
migration  which  has  been  a  characteristic  of  this  district  for  many  years. 

The  vital  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  for  England  and 
Wales  and  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables. 


SECTION— A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  . 

Population — 1931  Census 

Population — 1951  Census 

Estimated  Home  Population — Mid  1952 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ... 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ... 

Loan  Debt  ... 


132,535 

12,853 

12,621 

12,320 

3,927 

£54,734 

£222 

£327,520 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male  Female  Total 


Live  Births  .. 

.  85 

77 

162 

Legitimate  .. 

.  76 

74 

Illegitimate  . 

9 

3 

England 

&  Wales 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  population  ... 

•  •  • 

13-1 

15-3 

Corrected  Birth 

Rate 

... 

15-6 

Still  Births  ... 

...  •..  .*•  ... 

.  .  • 

Nil 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

- — 

22-6 

Male  Female  Total 


Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  87  70  157 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population . 

12-7 

1 13 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

...  ...  ... 

9-7 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 

...  ...  ... 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  ... 

...  ...  ... 

— 

0-72 

Deaths 

of  Infants  under  1  year 

...  ...  ... 

6 

Infant 

Mortality  . 

... 

37-0 

27-6 

Year 

Population 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1946 

12,320 

17-9 

12-9 

1947 

12,290 

20-6 

14  1 

1948 

12,300 

17-2 

12-8 

1949 

12,250 

13*2 

14-4 

1950 

12,340 

14-3 

14-3 

1951 

12,520 

13*1 

16-5 

1952 

12,320 

131 

12-7 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 

Infectious  Causes: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 1 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  1 

General  Causes: 

Heart  Disease  .  48 

Cerebral  Vascular  Disease  .  22 

Cancer  . 18 

Coronary  Disease  . ! .  17 

Bronchitis  .  9 

Arteriosclerosis  .  7 

Nephritis  .  5 

Disease  of  the  Prostate  .  2 

Gastric  Ulcer  . 2 

Diabetes  . 1 

Pneumonia  . 1 

Accidental  . 3 

Other  Causes  . . . ..  ..„ .  13 

Infants  under  1  year: 

Birth  Injury  . .  2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  .  2 

Accidental  . 1 

Prematurity  . 1 


Total:  157 


AGE  OF  DEATH  TABLE 

/ 

Age  at  Death  Male  Female 

Infants  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  3  3 

1  -  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

5-15  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

15-25  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  — 

25  -  35  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

35  -  45  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  1 

45  -  55  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  2 

55  -  65  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  7  8 

65  -  75  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  31  16 

75  and  over  ...  ...  ...  ...  37  39 

Totals:  87  70 


SECTION— B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  health  services  continue  to  work  smoothly  and  a  close  liaison 
exists  between  the  County  Council  officers  and  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

I  would  mention  that  the  relationship  of  the  family  doctors  practising 
in  the  district  and  the  officers  of  the  Regional  Board -with  your  Medical 
Officer  is  one  of  cordiality  and  mutual  assistance.  In  fact  at  the  pro¬ 
fessional  level  complete  harmony  exists.  This  fact  makes  the  administrative 
hotch-potch  under  which  we  labour  a  Workable  reality. 

It  is  most  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  the  enormous  improvement  in 
the  health  and  appearance  of  the  children  during  the  past  eighteen  years. 
Some  Councillors  still  serving  will  remember  my  report  at  that  time  which 
stated  that  roughly  one  third  of  the  children  in  the  Rural  District  were 
undernourished.  At  the  present  time  the  figure  is  round  about  one  per  cent 
and  this  is  mostly  due  to  illness. 


3 


If  one  now  visits  the  same  premises  during  the  dinner  hour  gone  is 
the  ragamuffin  with  a  potato  pasty  being  replaced  by  a  healthy  youngster 
eating  a  cooked  dinner.  One  frequently  hears  about  money  being  squan¬ 
dered  but  this  at  least  is  progress  and  a  grand  insurance. 


SECTION— C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  comprehensive  table  at  the  end  of  the  report 
which  sets  out  in  detail  the  service  to  each  parish  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  instructions. 

It  may  interest  your  Council  to  know  the  present  position  as  regards 
the  North  Devon  Water  Board’s  progress  in  the  district: 

Ashbury:  Pipes  are  being  laid  from  Greendown  Cross  via  Northlew 
to  Ashbury  Station  from  the  Prewley  supply. 

Seaworthy:  Pipes  being  laid  from  the  Prewley  supply. 

Orewsteignton:  A  new  pump  and  chlorinating  plant  will  be  installed 
in  the  near  future  in  the  quarry  and  an  extension  from  Drewsteignton  is 
now  being  laid  through  Cockernwell  village. 

fiafherleigh:  Pipes  are  ordered  and  expected  in  the  near  future  for 
a  supply  from  the  Prewley  mains. 

Northlew:  Pipes  are  being  laid  from  the  Prewley  supply. 

Sampford  Courtenay:  Pipes  ordered  for  extension  from  North  Tawton 
to  supply  Sampford  Courtenay  village  only. 

South  Tawton:  New  main  has  been  laid  from  Ford  Cross  to  Ramsley 
to  improve  the  distribution. 

Throwleigh:  New  scheme  at  Wonson,  Ash  and  Forder  is  now  in 


operation. 

The  cost  of  some  of  these  schemes  may  be  of  interest: 

Schemes  Completed: 

(1)  Pipeline:  Prewley  treatment  works  to  Boasley  Cross,  Ash¬ 

bury  Station,  Highampton  and  on  to  Huntshaw 

with  Recorder  House  at  Highampton  .  £196,300 

(2)  Pipelines:  Prewley  to  Sourton  and  Sourton  Cross  and  on 

to  Brentor  . .  £61,500 

Special  Schemes  Completed: 

Wonson,  Ash  and  Forder — Intake  Works,  Pumphouse,  Reser¬ 
voir  and  Pipeline  . .  £3,200 

Schemes  in  Progress: 

Pipeline:  Halwill  to  Ashwater.  Branch  mains  to  Beaworthy, 

Winsford  and  Three  Barrows  . . .  £41,500 
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Priority  Schemes  which  have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry: 

(1)  Pipeline:  Drewsteignton  to  Crockernwell,  Cheriton  Cross 


and  Tedburn  St.  Mary  .  £35,220 

(2)  Pipelines:  Boasley  Cross  to  Reed.  Boasley  Cross  to  Brat¬ 

ton  Clovelly  .  .  £17,000 

(3)  Pipeline:  Highampton  to  Hatherleigh  .  £37,300 


(4)  Pipeline:  Hatherleigh  to  Winkleigh.  Extension  to  Meeth, 

Iddesleigh  and  Broadwoodkelly  .  £78,500 

(5)  Pipelines:  Chagford  to  Sandy  Park  and  Drewsteignton; 

Sandy  Park  to  Whiddon  Down  and  possibly 

South  Zeal  . t .  £36,000 

Work  to  be  carried  out  by  Direct  Labour: 

(1)  Highampton:  Extensions  . £3,800 

(2)  Pipeline:  North  Tawton  to  Sampford  Courtenay  .  £16,400 

Special  Contracts,  etc.: 

Chagford  Reservoir  and  Treatment  Works.  Pipelines  to  Bathrey 

Cross  and  Dennis  Park  .  £18,500 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  as  far  as  your  district  is  concerned, 
and  taking  into  account  the  enormous  commitments  of  the  Board,  the 
progress  is  satisfactory. 

Samples:  An  arrangement  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
ensures  that  the  M.O.H.  receives  copies  of  dll  water  samples  submitted  for 
analysis.  The  table  below  sets  out  the  results  of  these  tests.  The  results 


are  a  marked  improvement 

on  those  for  previous 

years. 

This  is 

due  to 

the  treament  of  the  raw  water,  which  in  the  case  of  some  village  supplies  is 
quite  unfit  for  drinking  in  the  raw  state,  by  chemical  means. 

Parish 

Total  Samples  taken 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Belstone  . 

10 

7 

2 

1 

Bondleigh  . 

3 

■ - 

— 

3 

Bratton  Clovefly  . 

13 

2 

2 

9 

Bridestowe  . 

10 

9 

— 

1 

Broadwoodkelly  . > 

Chagford: 

7 

1 

2 

4 

Chagford  . 

8 

5 

2 

1 

Sandy  Park  . 

Drewsteignton: 

6 

2 

1 

3 

Drewsteignton  . 

9 

5 

— 

4 

Cockernwell  . 

8 

6 

1 

1 

Exbourne  . 

6 

4 

2 

- - 

Germansweek  . 

8 

1 

2 

5 

Gidleieh  . . 

7 

2 

1 

4 

Hatherleigh  . 

10 

8 

1 

1 

Highampton  . 

12 

5 

2 

5 

Iddesleigh  . 

10 

5 

1 

4 

Jacobstowe  . 

4 

2 

2 

• - 

Meeth  . 

7 

— 

— 

7 

Monkokhampton  . 

3 

3 

— 

• - 

Northlew  . 

4 

1 

1 

2 

North  TawJon  . 

Sampford  Courtenay: 

21 

13 

• - 

8 

Sampford  Courtenay 

9 

1 

3 

5 

Sampford  Chappie  ... 

8 

4 

2 

2 

Sticklepath  . 

11 

6 

2 

3 

Sourton  . 

8 

8 

South  Zeal  . 

10 

10 

_ 

_ _ 

S prey  ton  . 

6 

4 

1 

1 

Throwleigh  . 

8 

6 

1 

1 

Totals: 

226 

120 

31 

75 
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In  addition  4  samples  were  taken  by  your  Inspectors  of  wh!ch3  were 
satisfactory  and  1  unsatisfactory.  A  sample  taken  for  chemical  analysis 
proved  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Bratton  CloveSly:  A  preliminary  survey  to  ascertain  the  sewer  linfes 
and  a  site  for  the  sewage  disposal  works  was  carried  out  with  a  view  to  a 
scheme  being  prepared  during  1953. 

Chagford:  Difficulties  in  the  purchase  of  the  site  for  the  disposal 
works  and  final  agreement  on  the  access  road  to  the  site  delayed  further 
consideration  of  the  main  scheme  until  the  last  month  in  the  year.  At  a 
joint  meeting  of  a  Special  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Council  and  the 
Consulting  Engineers,  held  in  the  Council  Chamber  on  December  17th, 
considerable  progress  was  made  in  overcoming  the  difficulties,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  scheme  may  be  ready  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  in 
the  early  part  of  1953. 

Hatherleigh:  A  further  scheme  of  storm  water  sewers  and  ou'falls 
was  carried  out  during  the  year  at  a  cost  of  £250,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  since  the  completion  of  these  two  schemes  no  further  cases  of 
flooding  have  occured. 

Jacobstowe:  An  informal  Inquiry  by  an  Engineering  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  relative  to  the  prepared  drawings,  etc.,  for  a  scheme  for  the 
village  estimated  to  cost  £3,300  was  not  approved  by  the  Ministry  on  the 
ground  of  expense.  It  is  hoped  that  this  scheme  will  receive  reconsideration 
as  the  financial  situation  of  the  country  improves,  bearing  in  mind  that  its 
total  cost  is  only  slightly  above  the  cost  of  the  erection  of  two  Council 
houses  and  that  mains  water  has  been  provided  by  the  North  Devon  Water 
Board. 

Northlew:  A  scheme  for  three  separate  outfalls  and  treatment  works, 
using  the  existing  sewers  where  available,  was  authorised  to  be  prepared 
and  drawings  and  estimates  submitted  for  the  Council's  consideration.  The 
proposals  were  well  advanced  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  but  the  inability 
of  the  Council  to  purchase  the  Elousing  Site  originally  contemplated  nec¬ 
essitated  a  re-arrangement  of  the  main  proposals. 

North  Tawton:  Further  work  carried  out  to  prevent  flooding  on  the 
lower  levels  was  successful.  To  prevent  any  further  flooding  at  Essington 
arrangements  were  made  with  the  Consulting  Engineers  in  December  for 
the  Council’s  Officers  to  use  the  drawings  of  that  part  of  their  main  scheme 
for  the  town,  after  any  revision  which  they  considered  might  be  necessary 
by  reason  of  the  new  housing  estate  at  Arundell  Terrace.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  scheme,  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  might  be  carried  out  by  the  Council 
out  of  revenue  during  the  next  financial  year. 

Sampford  Courtenay:  The  scheme  of  outfall  works  for  the  top  half 
of  the  village  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  £285.  The  Council  were  subse¬ 
quently  concerned  that  the  uncovered  settling  tank  and  filter  might  prove 
a  source  of  danger  to  children  using  the  field  as  a  village  Playing  Field,  and 
the  Works  were  thus  covered-in  and  the  .ground  made  good  at  a  further 
cost  of  £25/5/0.  An  outline  scheme  for  the  bottom  half  of  the  village 
estimated  to  cost  £500,  and  a  modified  scheme  to  deal  with  a  portion  only 
of  that  scheme  and  estimated  to  cost  £250,  was  not  considered  necessary  by 
the  Council  at  the  present  time. 
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Sandy  Park:  All  the  house  connections  to  this  new  scheme  were  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year,  and  the  analysis  of  the  effluent  from  the  Works 
showed  a  very  satisfactory  degree  of  purity. 

Sourton:  An  outline  scheme  of  drawings,  levels  and  engineering  data, 
estimated  to  cost  £3,760,  together  with  a  Report  on  the  necessity  for  the 
scheme,  was  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Ministry.  Approval  in  prin¬ 
cipal  was  received  from  the  County  Council  and  the  Cornwall  River  Board. 

South  Zeal:  During  the  year  the  two  schemes  of  sewer  extension 
and  extensive  improvements  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  approved, 
following  an  informal  Inquiry  by  an  Engineering  Inspector  of  the  Ministry. 
It  was  not  anticipated  however  that  the  work  could  be  put  in  hand  until 
the  beginning  of  1953. 

Throwleigh:  A  complete  survey  was  made  of  the  village  relative  to  a 
scheme  and  the  required  data  forwarded  to  the  Clerk  for  submission  to 
the  Ministry.  Approval  was  not  forthcoming  as  the  mains  supplying  water 
to  most  of  the  properties  was  in  private  ownership.  It  is  hoped  that  an 
early  supply  of  water  to  the  village  from  the  North  Devon  Water  Board 
will  not  be  long  delayed. 

General:  It  is  gratifying  to  record  the  generous  and  kindly  co-oper¬ 
ation  of  the  County  Council  and  its  officers  in  all  the  schemes  prepared  by 
the  Sanitary  Department  and  submitted  to  them  for  approval. 

_ 1 1 _ 1 1 _ _ _ 

II  ll 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


The  following  table  sets  out 
Inspectors  during  the  year. 

the  visits, 

etc.,  carried 

out  by  the 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Notices 

No.  of 

Notices 

Inspections  Served  Complied  with 

Houses  inspected  . 

325 

58 

52 

Houses  re-inspected  . 

Premises  other  than  houses 

177 

— 

— 

and  not  mentioned  below  ... 

32 

16 

13 

Food  Premises  . 

66 

6 

6 

Refuse  Tins  . 

58 

— 

- - 

Public  Conveniences  . 

64 

— 

— 

Public  Water  Supplies  . 

12 

— 

— 

Private  Water  Supplies  . 

41 

12 

10 

Drainage  . 

188 

— 

— 

Sewerage  . 

356 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

3 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Acts  . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  not  clas- 

53 

— 

— 

sified  . 

61 

— 

— 

Totals: 

1436 

92 

81 

Rat  Infestation 

1st  Inspections,  re-inspections 

and  visits 

for  treatment: 

Private  Houses  . 

.  1,780 

Business  Premises  . 

.  516 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Outfalls  . 

.  675 

Refuse  Tips  . 

.  155 

Agricultural  Properties 

.  145 

Total:  3,271 
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Types  of  poison  used: 

Zinc  phosphide,  Arsenic,  Red  Squill,  (Mafantu)  A.N.T.U.,  (Wrefarin) 
Sorexa  I.  Sorexa  D. 

Treatments  with  Sorexa  I  have  been  carried  out  at  Vivian's  Stores  and 
Gooding’s  Bakery,  Hatherleigh,  Rowes  Rock  Bakery,  Chagford,  J.  Samp¬ 
son  &  Co.,  Newland  Mills,  North  Tawton,.and  S.  J.  Murrin’s  Mills,  Monk- 
okehampton.  The  treatments  were  quite  successful  and  150  bodies  were 
recovered. 

Number  of  bodies  recovered  after  treatment:  2,327. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  new  scheme  of  refuse  collection  by  one  Contractor  using  a  modern 
vehicle  has  proved  very  successful.  To  meet  the  additional  requirements 
of  collecting  in  the  built-up  areas  of  a  few  of  the  smaller  Parishes  and  to 
work  in  conformity  with  the  prepared  time-tables,  a  second  vehicle  was 
modernised  and  made  ready  for  service. 

Every  Parish  now  enjoys  the  benefit  of  refuse  collection,  but  there  are 
still  certain  “louped”  areas  of  houses  outside  the  definite  limits  which  had 
a  reasonable  claim  on  the  Council’s  service.  Accordingly  the  Council 
gave  further  consideration  to  a  prepared  plan  showing  these  areas  and  an 
estimate  received  from  the  Contractor  to  carry  out  the  additional  work. 
This  envisaged  a  monthly  collection  from  195  properties  at  an  annual  cost 
of  £176,  and  the  Council  reluctantly  decided  that  they  could  not  incur  any 
further  expenditure  during  the  year. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 


1. — Inspections: 


1 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 

which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 
Authorities 

45 

64 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority 

# 

(in)  Other  Prem¬ 
ises  in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

Total  ... 

45 

64 

— 

— 

o 

O 


2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found: 


1 

Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

:rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5J 

Want  of 
Cleanliness 

11 

10 

- 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

_ _ 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  ... 

— 

____ 

Sanitary 
Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  ... 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

16 

13 

— 

— — 

3. — Outwork: 


Nature  of  Work 

- — 

Wearing  Apparel  —  Making,  etc. 


No.  of  out-workers  in  August  list 
required  by  Section  110  (l)(c) 

3 


National  Assistance  Act  1948  —  Section  47. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act  1948,  during  the  year. 
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SEC  OON-D. 


HOUSING 

Roughly  ten  per  cent  of  the  population  of  your  district  are  now  housed 
on  the  Council’s  estates,  but  only  16%  of  these  can  reasonably  be  attached 
to  the  agricultural  industry  as  regards  their  occupation. 

I  would  draw  the  attention  of  your  Council  to  a  special  survey  made 
during  the  Winter  which  showed  that  44%  of  your  houses  of  the  three 
bedroom  type  are  underpopulated,  and  suggest  that  a  definite  policy  be 
adopted  in  regard  to  those  grossly  so. 

1  recommend  that  further  provision  of  Council  Houses  in  this  Rural 
Area,  which  has  a  falling  or  at  best  static  population,  should  be  closely 
related  to  slum  clearance  and  the  demolition  or  reconstruction  of  obsolete 
properties.  If  this  is  not  done  it  is  my  considered  opinion  that  the  time  will 
come,  probably  not  far  hence,  when  there  will  be  empty  Council  Houses 
and  fully  occupied  slum  dwellings. 

66  houses  were  inspected  for  the  Rural  Housing  Survey,  and  the  total 
stands  at  1,567  out  of  2,215  houses  of  rateable  value  £12  and  under. 

Many  other  inspections  were  made  and  action  taken  by  informal 
notice.  Reinspections  proved  that  in  most  cases  the  required  works  had 
been  carried  out. 

Statutory  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  resulted  in  the 
representation  of  3  properties  considered  to  be  incapable  of  repair  at  a 
reasonable  cost.  Rehousing  was  provided  in  the  case  of  one  family  and  a 
very  extensive  scheme  of  reconditioning  was  submitted  by  the  owner  in  the 
second  case. 

During  the  year  33  licences  were  issued  amounting  to  a  total  of 
£34,750/10/0.  They  comprised  11  new  dwellings  at  a  cost  of  £25,550,  8 
adaptations  and  conversions  at  a  cost  of  £3,826,  and  14  housing  repairs  at  a 
cost  of  £5,374/10/0. 

Circular  No.  95/52  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  on  December  31st,  increased  the  financial  limits  for  unlicensed 
work  on  building  and  civil  engineering  work  from  £200  to  £500,  and  for 
“designated  buildings,”  which  may  be  briefly  described  as  industrial  and 
agricultural  buildings,  from  £500  to  £2,000. 
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BOUSING  PROGRAMME  1953/4. 
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ESTATE 

Beistone 

Chagford 

Orchard  Meadow 
New  Street 

Inwardleigh 

New  Road 

Monkokehampton 

North  Tawton 

Essington 

Sampford 

Courtenay 

Sticklepath 

South  Tawton 

Hill  Crest 

Cross  Park 

Whiddon  Down 

Bondleigh 

Broadwoodkelly 

COUNCIL  HOUSES  IN  THE  OKEHAMPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 

YEAR  1952/53. 


PARISH  Situation 


BEAWORTHY  . . 

BELSTONE  . 

bondleigh 

BRATTON  CLOVELLY 
bridestowe  ...... 

broadwoodkelly 


CHAGFORD 


DREWSTEIGNTON 


EXBOURNE  .... 
GERMANSWEEK 

GIDLEIGH  . 

HATHERLEIGH 


HIGHAMPTON 

IDDESLEIGH 

INWARDLEIGH 


Black  Hill  . 

Patchacott  . 

Tor  Down  . 

Bondleigh  . 

Village 

Princess  Elizabeth  Terrace 

Village  . . 

Spiatt  . ;••• 

Dennis  Park  . 

•**»  ‘  It- 

Biera  View  , . 

Orchard  Meadow  . 

“Monte  Rosa,”  . 

Lamb’s  Park  . 

Knowle  Lane  . 

Whiddon  Down  . 

Cawsand  View  . 


Moor  View  Terrace  . 

Higher  Street  . 

Normandy  Place  . 

Claremont  Place  . 

High  View  . 

Village  . . 

Folly  Gate  Village  . 

Folly  Gate  —  New  Road 


JACOBSTOWE  .  — .  — 

MEETH  .  Station  Road 

MONKOKHAMPTON  Village 
NORTHLEW  WITH 

ASHBURY  .  Northlew 

NORTH  TAWTON  ...  Barton  Hill  . 

Fore  Street  . 


Essington 


No.  of 
Houses 

2 

2 

6 

4 

3 
8 
2 
1 

33 

8 

29 

5 

4 
4 
8 
2 


12 

6 

4 

14 

2 

2 

6 

11 

10 

2 

4 

16 

8 

14 


Total  No. 
In  Parish 


4 

6 

4 

3 

8 

3 


75 

16 

2 


36 

2 

? 


17 

10 


4 


38 


OKEHAMPTON 

HAMLETS 


SAMPFORD 

COURTENAY 


SOURTON  . 

SOUTH  TAWTON 

SPREYTON 
THROWLEIGH  .. 


Chichacott  . 

Peacewater  . 

Fatherford  Flats  . 

Village  . 

Station  . 

Tongue  End  . 

Sticklepath  —  Queen  Haye  ... 

Village  . 

Windard  Terrace  . 

Sourton  Down  . 

Hill  Crest  . 

Cross  Park  . 

The  Croft  . 

Village  . . 

Middle  Clampitts  . 

Wonson  . . . 


4 

2 

7 

4 

4 

2 

6 

4 

6 

6 

8 

10 

24 

6 

4 

2 
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16 

16 

42 

6 

6 


Grand  Total  331 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS  and  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 

Action  taken  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 
RETURN  FOR  THE  PERIOD  1st  APRIL  1952  to  31st  DECEMBER  1952. 

PART  A— CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act  1936) 


Number  of  dwelling- 
houses  demolished  in  the 
perioa 

Number  of 
persons 
displaced 

Unfit  houses] 

Other  houses 

(1) 

(2) 

Land 

Land 

coloured 

coloured 

“pink”  ... 
“grey”  . . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

PART  B— HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Number  of 


Demolition  and  Closing  Orders: 

(1)  Housing  Act  1936 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal 

or  informal  procedure  under  Section  11 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 

taking  given  by  the  owners  under  Sect¬ 
ion  1 1  and  still  in  force . 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12)  ... 

(2)  Housing  Act  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3(1) 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  clos¬ 
ing  Orders  substituted  under  Section  3(2) 


Houses 


Nil 


Persons 

Displaced 


Nil 


Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

4 

Nil 

Nil 


1 


Repairs: 

INFORMAL  ACTION 

(3)  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during 
tjae  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...* 


Number  of 
houses 


57 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

(4)  Public  Health  Acts, 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(5)  Housing  Act  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 
(Section  9,  10  and  16) 

(a)  by  owners  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


c  12 


SECTION— E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


I  regret  to  record  that  I  am  not  at  all  happy  as  regards  the  inspection 
and  supervision  of  food  in  your  district.  Five  severe  cases  of  food  poison¬ 
ing  were  notified  and  a  further  seventeen  cases  notified  as  dysentery,  but 
which  had  the  clinical  characteristics  of  food  poisoning. 

In  the  first  place  l  would  stress  the  fact  that  as  your  Council  failed  to 
adopt  the  Byelaws  relating  to  food  premises  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry, 
administrative  action  as  regards  this  most  important  matter  is  hindered  or 
rendered  impossible.  Secondly  owing  to  the  continued  confused  state  of  the 
department  a  thorough  going  routine  cannot  be  established.  It  is  only  by 
dint  of  many  routine  visits,  perseverance  and  continued  instruction,  that  a 
proper  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  many  shops  and  food  premises  can  be 
maintained. 


Milk. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  by  your  Officers,  but 
I  understand  that  other  bodies  have  been  active  in  this  respect  without 
bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  results  of  their 
activities.  This  is  regrettable  as  although  the  other  bodies  are  presumably 
acting  within  their  statutory  rights,  nevertheless  the  fact  remains  that  the 
M.O.H.  is  ultimately  responsible  for  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  any 
attempt  to  side-track  him  is,  in  the  public  interest,  to  be  deplored. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  were  6  further  applications  for  the  registration  of  premises  for 
the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  first 
inspected  and  appropriate  forms  issued  for  submission  to  the  Council. 

Altogether  a  total  of  24  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  carried 
out  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Meat 

The  Tavistock  Urban  District  Council  have  authorised  the  inclusion  of 
the  following  report  and  table  of  meat  inspection  at  their  Abattoir  from 
whence  you  derive  your  meat: 

“The  town  abbattoir  continues  to  serve  a  large  area,  and  dealt  with 
13,355  animal  carcases  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  over  1,600  on  the 
previous  year. 

All  carcases  and  offals  were  inspected  before  removal  from  the 
Abattoir.  This  important  duty  entailed  608  visits,  many  of  them  out  of 
normal  working  hours. 

Routine  visits  are  made  to  the  Abattoir  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Area 
Technical  Advisor  who  has  made  no  adverse  comment  on  the  method  and 
efficiency  of  meat  inspection  in  Tavistock. 

The  improvements  to  the  overhead  track  at  the  Abattoir  referred  to  in 
my  previous  report  were  completed  and  the  electric  hoist  and  carcase  splitter 
were  also  installed.  This  has  resulted  in  more  rapid  and  efficient  slaughter¬ 
ing  and  the  beef  carcases  when  dressed  have  a  more  presentable  appearance. 
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The  number  of  animals  inspected  and  the  carcases,  parts,  and  organs 
condemned  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle, 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 
(if  known) 

1753 

748 

1579 

8348 

927 

Number  inspected 

1753 

748 

1579 

8348 

927 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

14 

28 

58 

; 

119 

21 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

916 

391 

12 

1269 

101 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

53-05% 

56-02% 

4-43% 

16-62% 

13-16% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

6 

35 

7 

8 

-_arcases  of  which 
aome  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

69 

124 

58 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

4-27% 

21-25% 

1 

•44% 

[ 

7-11% 

Other  Foodstuffs. 

Quantities  of  unsound  food  inspected  during  the  year  have  resulted 
in  5-cwt.  2-qr.  3-lbs.  13|-ozs.  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  being  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  owners  and  certified  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
To  enable  tradesmen  to  obtain  replacements  from  their  Dealers  a  total  of 
86  certificates  were  issued. 
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SECTION— F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Apart  from  Mumps  which  attacked  numerous  adults  and  left 
wnat  prolonged  disability,  no  epidemic  occurred  during  the  year. 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
practitioners  during  the  year: 


by 


a  some- 


medical 


Dysentery  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever  _ 

Measles  . 

Food  Poisoning 

Pneumonia  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Poliomyelitis 


17 

15 

7 

6 

5 

5 

3 

1 


The  following  cases  were  notified  from  the  schools  during  the  year 

Mumps  .  116 

Chicken  Pox  .  15 

Whooping  Cough  .  9 

Measles  .  ? 


Diptheria 

No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  and  was  traced  as  a  direct 
contact  from  Plymouth. 


Tuberculosis 

Five  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  two  new  cases  of  Non-Plumonary 
Tubercluosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  One  death  was  recorded  from 
the  former  cause,  and  one  from  the  latter.  ' 

.  ^  ^he  er)d  of  the  year  77  cases  of  tuberculosis  remained  on  the 
register  as  follows: — 


Pulmonary 

Males  .  35 

Females  . . .  30 


Non-Pulmonary 


Males  .  9 

Females  .  3 


In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Council  for  the  ready  hearing  I  have 
received  at  all  times,  and  my  colleagues  for  their  assistance  in  the  nrenam 
ation  of  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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